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It’s a commitment to vehicles driven by the spirit of innovation. 

A focus on ingenuity that generates control and exhilaration. 

Design that appeals to the heart as well as the mind.

All delivering an experience behind the wheel 

that is even more fulfilling than the destination.

At Subaru, we strive to redefine driving through intellect, 

emotion and action. It’s a philosophy that all comes together when you 

Think. Feel. Drive.

What makes a Subaru, a Subaru?

I m p r e z a  W R X2

www.subaru-impreza.org
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Think.

About the thrill of performance. About stability and 

control that provides not just safety on slick roads, but 

intensified experience in any condition. About a vehicle 

inspired by years of racing heritage as well as the latest 

innovation and technology. In engineering a sport sedan 

and wagon that turns driving into entertainment, we’ve 

created the Impreza. A perfect example of what happens 

when we listen to ourselves, rather than 

prevailing conventions.
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Every component aspires to generate excitement.
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Feel.

You may not have been here before. But your heart 

says you have. Because the cockpit of the Impreza 

has been designed to fit you like it’s an extension 

of yourself, with every control placed within easy, 

intuitive reach. Delivering versatility, flexibility and 

comfort that benefit the driver and passengers, 

it provides easy comfort yet firm support so that 

every occupant can concentrate on one thing: 

having a good time.
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Drive.

There are  cars  that  can go fast . And there 

are  cars  that  make you want  to  go fast . 

The Impreza inspires  passionate dr iv ing with 

its  trademark Symmetrical  AWD (Al l -Wheel  

Drive)  predic tabi l i ty  and gr ip, SU BARU BOXER  

balance and precise  handl ing . Recharging the 

dr iver  and refreshing the passengers  with 

its  unique combination of  per formance, style  

and att itude. I t ’s  the car  that  can transform 

a s imple errand into an oppor tunity  for  

an extraordinary  adventure .

www.subaru-impreza.org



Press the right pedal and feel your spirits lift.
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Demonstrate the power of your individuality.
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Te c h n o l o g i c a l  s y n e r g y  b e t w e e n  ra l l y  a n d  r o a d .

The tough f ighting strength of  Subaru’s  WR Cars  is  the dist inc t ive basis  

for  the Impreza. Required to per form on different  road sur faces, 

and year-round weather  condit ions, they both have to dr ive precisely  as  

the dr iver  demands. Sharing technologies  and development  feedback gained from ral ly ing , 

the Impreza plays  a  big par t  in  br inging FIA WRC benefits  to  everyday dr iv ing 

–  not  only  in  terms of  pleasure, but  by improving ac t ive safety  and hazard avoidance . 

These ref inements of  the hal lmark Symmetrical  AWD, along with body and chassis  

evolution, make the latest  Impreza a  benchmark for  better  dr iv ing .

S U B A R U  P H I L O S O P H Y
S YM M E T R I C A L  AW D  +  S U B A R U  B O X E RP U R E  A D R E N A L I N E

S U B A R U  F I A  W R C  C H A L L E N G E
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DRIVE SUBARU

1918

L i g h t w e i g h t  a n d  c o m p a c t ,  S U B A R U  B O X E R 

Horizontally-Opposed Engines are intrinsically 

s m o o t h e r  a n d  m o re  e ff i c i e nt  t h a n  I n - l i n e  o r 

V-type designs. Superb rotational balance means 

less vibration, because the pistons counteract 

each other to cancel it  out . Obviously, the flatter 

configuration also means the engine sits much 

further down in the vehicle, giving a lower centre of gravity that enhances the advantages 

of the AWD and suspension systems.

Imagine. You’re on your way to a favourite retreat on the coast. There’s an unexpected downpour on 

the main road in high speed, heavy traffic...there’s that narrow, winding lane to negotiate...then a 

muddy, rutted track before you reach your destination. In a Subaru, neither you nor your passengers 

feel uncomfortable. Because in the worst situations, as well as the everyday, it’s the mission of 

Symmetrical AWD and Subaru’s core technologies to protect your peace of mind.

Three distinct advantages.

Better balance
When you turn a corner, centrifugal force always tries to move your car 

towards the outside edge of the bend. How much this affects handling 

depends on the vehicle’s centre of gravity. If it’s high, it takes longer to 

regain balance and control. If it’s low – as in the Impreza – there’s less 

deviation and body roll, giving greater stability.

Less vibration
With its 180  degree configuration, the SUBARU BOXER engine cuts 

vibration dramatically by eliminating the inertia of opposing pistons 

– unlike upright or V-type engines where pistons compete with each 

other. The result is instant responsiveness throughout the rev range 

and unprecedented driving comfort.

More grip and traction
Full-time AWD has distinct advantages over two-wheel drive (2WD) 

– especially in cornering. By transmitting power through all  four 

tyres, the car steers naturally and neutrally in the direction of the 

bend, avoiding understeer or oversteer, which can lead to instability 

in 2WD vehicles.

Symmetrical AWD
Front Wheel Drive (FWD)

Rear Wheel Drive (RWD)

Horizontally-Opposed 
Engine

In-line 
Engine

V-type 
Engine

Subaru has been on a single-minded mission to think differently about car design for more 

than three decades. Perfecting the unique combination of SUBARU BOXER and totally linear 

drivetrain layout, that is Symmetrical AWD, while others trod more traditional routes. Why? 

Because these two complementary concepts produce superior driving potential that only 

Subaru has exploited across its whole range. Everything from the engine to transmission, 

transfer to propeller shaft and rear differential is logically arranged in-line, without the doglegs 

or deviations of other four-wheel drive (4WD) systems, and in a laterally symmetrical layout. All 

the resulting benefits work together, giving every Subaru naturally neutral balance and poise, 

for perfect weight distribution front to rear and side to side.

www.subaru-impreza.org



The Power
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Horizontally-Opposed to traditional thinking.

At one with the road, and your mindset

Free-revving and flexible, right across the rev range, the DOHC SUBARU BOXER 

Horizontally-Opposed Engines balance out noise and vibration, to give sweeter 

performance than In-line or V-type configurations. It means that the engine is 

ready to respond instantly to your every thought – with ample acceleration and a 

wide band of torque ready to explore, while you relish that unique boxer sound.  

SUBARU BOXER engines are fuelled by FIA WRC competition and honed to provide 

the best possible combination of smooth power delivery across the rev range, for 

drivability and poise under different road conditions. All engines, including the 

new 1.5-litre, are DOHC with Active Valve Control System, for instant response and 

flexibility, matched to the permanent availability of Symmetrical AWD. Whichever 

you choose, this is performance art with a high degree of emotion and the most 

advanced technologies, as practiced and proven on Subaru’s WR Cars.
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SUBARU BOXER 2.0-litre DOHC engine

Naturally-aspirated, but with the inherent appeal of a DOHC 

engine, everything about this version is designed for exceptionally 

smooth revving. Its combination of Active Valve Control System  

and 4-2-1 equal-length, constant pulsation exhaust gives not only 

seamless linear acceleration, but also the sound of the SUBARU 

BOXER’s rich engine note.

SUBARU BOXER 1.5-litre DOHC engine

This all-new development of Subaru engine technology is squarely 

aimed at balancing performance with environmental efficiency. 

It features exclusive refinements within the engine block itself, 

as well as the 4-1 constant pulsation exhaust system – tuned to 

deliver drivability at the same time as low emissions. The 1.5-litre 

gives a truly smooth SUBARU BOXER feel and familiar free-revving 

DOHC for a quicker response, confirming its Subaru lineage.

SUBARU BOXER 2.5-litre DOHC turbo engine*

Well-proven technologies from the FIA WRC arena make 

this a superbly torquey powerplant for the WRX models. 

Turbo power is always available on tap for overtaking, yet 

this is also a smooth and tractable engine in city traffic. 

A secondary air system makes for good exhaust performance, 

too. So you can enjoy the performance to the full, while 

emissions are kept to a minimum.

*This engine was voted Best 2-2.5-litre engine in the International 
Engine of the Year Awards 2006 , presented by UKIP Media & 
Events Automotive Magazines.



Manual or automatic? It’s always your choice. But whichever you select, you know 

that Subaru has matched the transmission to the engine’s response and the full-time 

availability of Symmetrical AWD. The result is to give you seamless gearchanges, up 

and down the shift, to deal with any eventualities you might meet with on the road. 

Tuned to give the best delivery of power through the linear drivetrain, every shift is 

made to make best use of the smoothness of the Impreza’s engines.

The perfect interface between engine and Symmetrical AWD.

Engine
Transmission

Dual-range select lever

Electronically-controlled 4-speed Automatic Transmission (E-4AT)

This advanced automatic transmission uses direct 

hydraulic control and electronically-controlled torque 

distribution to make the most of the 2.0-litre and new 

1.5-litre DOHC engines’ performance strengths. With 

the Engine-AT coordinated control system and Active 

Torque Split AWD working together, performance, 

gearshift timing and fuel consumption are all optimised.

5-speed Manual Transmission (5MT) for all models

It goes without saying that a slick-changing manual 

gearbox is a delight to match with the Impreza’s 

prodigious power. You have complete control over the 

way you want to drive, translating your wishes into a 

feeling of exhilaration, whichever of the 5MT models 

you choose. This is the ultimate expression of Impreza’s 

driving experience – and with the Sports Wagon of 2.0R 

and 1.5R models, there’s the added advantage of a Dual-

range Hi-Lo capability. 

Low-mounted transmission

L i k e  t h e  e n g i n e ,  t h e 

t r a n s m i s s i o n  i s  a l s o 

mounted low. In addition, 

i t  is  posit ioned in the 

wheelbase for less overhang 

weight. In turn, that gives 

great traction, agility and stability with terrific grip and a true sporting feel.
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The Shift

www.subaru-impreza.org



Front strut suspension

L o n g  t r a v e l  h e l p s  t o  s o a k  u p  m a j o r  b u m p s ,

but these struts also shrug off little bumps to give 

an even ride.

Fr o n t  S u s p e n s i o n

Re a r  S u s p e n s i o n  

Suspension

The whole key to compliant, controlled suspension that gives maximum contact 

with the road and excellent ride comfort is based on sophisticated 4-wheel 

independent suspension. It works alongside Subaru’s Symmetrical AWD system 

to make sure that each individual tyre is firmly planted on the road surface, to 

minimise attitude changes and underline stability under all kinds of different 

driving conditions. This makes the Impreza handle with great  confidence, 

wherever you drive it. 

Lightweight body

It ’s no secret that the benefits of low weight 

and a low centre of gravity combine to give 

superb  handl ing  and stable  t raceabi l i ty  in 

vehicle direction. Exactly what the Impreza has 

in mind for you. By using an aluminium bonnet, 

and reducing the overal l  number of  par ts used, this  s l immed down body 

platform makes for a car that is not only a supreme performer, but is actually 

highly-rigid at the same time.

No matter whether you’re pounding along the motorway or storming a country lane, 

you need to have confidence and comfort in the way your Impreza stays in touch with 

the road. That’s where FIA WRC experience counts in suspension development for Subaru.

Handling born of the toughest FIA WRC experience.
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The Drivability



The Active Safety
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Subaru’s basic instinct: to avoid hazards.

Given the benef its  of  Symmetrical  AWD, working for  you non-stop, r i sks  

and accidents  are  there  to  be avoided at  al l  costs, whenever  poss ible . 

Corner ing gr ip  and trac t ion under  different  road condit ions  are  assured, 

as  i s  the instant  e lec tronic  control  of  torque distr ibution, to  help  you 

move away from trouble  in  a  calm and predic table  way.

Dry road

Rough-road

Wet road

Snowy road
Tight corner

Lower Angle

Upper Angle

Hip Point

Eye Range

Front brake

with ABS

without ABS

Rear brake

Sure-footed road holding 
in almost any conditions

Seeing safer

It’s easier to see where you’re going in an 

Impreza, since the cabin layout has been 

designed to cut down on intrusions from 

pil lars and posts. Al l ied to mirrors that 

stay cleaner, longer, and high-intensity HID 

headlamps*, it all helps you keep potential 

blind spots to a minimum.

*HID headlamps are standard on the WRX models, optional on the 2.0R models

ABS braking 

Being able to brake hard and 

steer  away from hazards  at 

the same time is a must  for 

a  spor t ing car  l ike  Impreza. 

When braking hard to avoid hazards in an emergency, the 

standard 4-sensor/4-channel ABS system controls the brake 

pressure on the each individual wheel to maintain steering 

control. Electronic Brake-force Distribution also minimises 

braking distances under varying load conditions, so even 

when fully loaded, the rear end is always getting the full 

benefit of the Impreza’s powerful disc brakes.

www.subaru-impreza.org



Protection from every direction is built in.
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The Passive Safety

Seatbelts, airbags and active headrests 

There’re many passive protection 

devices all round the Impreza’s cabin. 

Front seatbelts have pretensioners 

and load l imiters, with three 

3-point belts in the rear. SRS* 

dual front airbags are standard, 

with front seat SRS* dual front 

side airbags as an option. There 

are child tether anchors and ISO-FIX adapted child seat anchors, plus active front 

headrests (except for the WRX models), which move forwards automatically to 

cradle the head and reduce the severity of whiplash injury in rear-end collisions.

*SRS= Supplemental Restraint System.

           Effective when used in conjunction with seatbelts.

In the event of an unavoidable collision, Subaru’s first priority is passenger protection. 

Given the frailty of the human frame in these circumstances, it’s our responsibility to 

do what we can to minimise the effects of impacts from various directions. There’s a 

full security package surrounding everybody on board an Impreza, which will help to 

limit the severity of any unforeseen accident, for every occupant.

Pedestrian protection

By using energy absorbing front bumpers, bonnet and wings, while increasing the 

distance between the bonnet and engine and using breakaway wipers, Subaru is 

pro-active in protecting pedestrians should they unfortunately happen to be struck 

by the Impreza.

Ring-Shaped Reinforcement Frames 

Although the Impreza’s body 

is very rigid and designed to 

deform in a controlled way in 

unavoidable collisions, its inherent 

safety is also enhanced by a ring-

shaped cage of highly strong 

steel. Reinforcements to roof, rear end, door frames, pillars and floor are linked in 

an all-round shield that absorbs enormous amounts of energy in impacts from any 

direction. So, everyone inside can feel more secure. Attention to detail is the key to 

reassurance, right down to a breakaway pedal that reduces the risk of driver’s lower 

limb injuries in frontal collisions. 



The Space

Room enough to open up a whole new lifestyle.

30

Versatility should be Impreza’s middle 

name. It can comfortably match the 

lifestyle you want with the carrying 

capacity you need, creating the ideal 

ratio of passenger to load-carrying 

space for every occasion. With the Sedan, 

that means up to 401 litres* of flat luggage space in the generous-sized trunk. In 

the Sports Wagon, that space opens up to a vast 1,266 litres* with the split-fold 

rear seats laid flat.

*Measured by VDA V14 

I m p r e z a  2 . 0 R
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Impreza WRX Sedan Impreza WRX Sports Wagon

Urban Grey Metallic

FabricOptional Off-Black Leather 

Premium Silver Metallic

(5MT, AWD)

Dimensions: L x W x H: 4,465 x 1,740 x 1,440 mm

Engine: Horizontally-Opposed, 4-cylinder, 

DOHC, 16-valve, turbocharged gasoline engine

Displacement: 2,457 cc 

Max output: 169 kW (230 PS) / 5,600 rpm

P32: Model illustrated with extras.

(5MT, AWD)

Dimensions: L x W x H: 4,465 x 1,695 x 1,465 mm

Engine: Horizontally-Opposed, 4-cylinder, 

DOHC, 16-valve, turbocharged gasoline engine

Displacement: 2,457 cc 

Max output: 169 kW (230 PS) / 5,600 rpm
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Impreza 2.0R Sedan Impreza 2.0R Sports Wagon

Urban Grey Metallic Newport Blue Pearl

FabricFabric

(E-4AT / 5MT, AWD)

Dimensions: L x W x H: 4,465 x 1,740 x 1,440 mm

Engine: Horizontally-Opposed, 4-cylinder, 

DOHC, 16-valve, gasoline engine

Displacement: 1,994 cc

Max output: 118 kW (160 PS) / 6,400 rpm

P34: Model illustrated with extras.

(5MT Dual-range / E-4AT, AWD)

Dimensions: L x W x H: 4,465 x 1,695 x 1,485 mm

Engine: Horizontally-Opposed, 4-cylinder, 

DOHC, 16-valve, gasoline engine

Displacement: 1,994 cc

Max output: 118 kW (160 PS) / 6,400 rpm

P35: Model illustrated with extras.

www.subaru-impreza.org
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Impreza 1.5R Sedan Impreza 1.5R Sports Wagon

Aqua Blue Metallic Obsidian Black Pearl

FabricFabric

(5MT / E-4AT, AWD)

Dimensions: L x W x H: 4,465 x 1,740 x 1,440 mm

Engine: Horizontally-Opposed, 4-cylinder, 

DOHC, 16-valve, gasoline engine

Displacement: 1,498 cc

Max output: 77 kW (105 PS) / 6,400 rpm

P36: Model illustrated with extras.

(E-4AT / 5MT Dual-range, AWD)

Dimensions: L x W x H: 4,465 x 1,695 x 1,485 mm

Engine: Horizontally-Opposed, 4-cylinder, 

DOHC, 16-valve, gasoline engine

Displacement: 1,498 cc

Max output: 77 kW (105 PS) / 6,400 rpm



Exterior Equipment
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Pride of ownership is pre-eminent when you choose an Impreza. That’s why the overall look draws 

admiring glances from all around. The attention to tiny details is well in evidence as soon as you take 

in the sporting yet practical exterior items that make this such an impressive vehicle. Take a minute 

to assess the careful additions to the exterior that make this a quintessential rally-inspired car.

Front fog lamps (WRX, 2.0R)

These multi-reflector type fog lamps illuminate the road surface 

equally well in fog and in visually difficult circumstances. Of course, 

it’s also an added safety factor. 

Pop-up type headlamp washers (Coupled with HID headlamps)

Powerful jetwash cleans the headlamps. The device is pop-up, ready 

to deploy as you want. (Standard on the WRX models, optional on 

the 2.0R models)

Roof spoiler (Sports Wagon)

The roof spoiler neatly finishes off the roof-end and enhances sporty 

looks, adding to the aerodynamic effect. (Large type: standard on the 

WRX models, small type: standard on the 2.0R models)

Roof rails (Sports Wagon)

Built into the roof, these rails enhance the vehicle’s style, as well 

as extending the possibilities of putting anything on top with the 

addition of various carrier types from skis to bikes. (Standard on the 

2.0R and 1.5R models)

17-inch Aluminium alloy wheels (WRX)

17-inch aluminium alloy wheels intensify the sturdiness and sporty 

looks of the vehicle. They also reduce unsprung weight for good 

handling and stable driving. 

Rear spoiler (Sedan)

T h e  r e a r  s p o i l e r  e n h a n c e s  s p o r t y  l o o k s ,  a d d i n g  t o  t h e 

aerodynamic effect . (Optional on the WRX models)

16 and 15-inch Aluminium alloy wheels

Sporty looking aluminium alloy wheels for the 2.0R and 1.5R models. 

They also reduce unsprung weight for good handling and stable 

driving. (Left: 16-inch, standard on the 2.0R models, right: 15-inch, 

optional on the 1.5R models)

Sunroof

The glass sunroof is the inner-slide type, to give a large opening for 

greater fresh air exhilaration. (Optional on the WRX and 2.0R models)

www.subaru-impreza.org
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Interior Equipment

High-quality audio 

FIX equalizer/7-speaker system means you can faithfully reproduce 

clear and distinct high/intermediate tones as well as rich, deep 

bass sounds. (Standard on the Sedan WRX models, optional on the 

Sports Wagon WRX models)

Dual map lamp 

A pair of spot-lamps is installed, one each right and left, for 

convenience to read roadmaps at night. (Except  for  the 1 .5R 

models)

Aluminium pedals (WRX)

Aluminium pads applied to foot pedals produce sporty feeling as 

well as sure driving sensation.

Ceramic dot-printed windshield shade

It protects your eyesight  when the sun beam reaches the space  

between the visors.

Front cup holders

At the front of centre-console, two sets of cup holder* are installed 

for the occupants at front seats.

*5MT Dual-range models: 1 cup holder 

Seat lifter

The seat lifter facilitates optimal driving positions with adjustable 

allowance of 50 mm, up and down.

Bar hangers (Sports Wagon)

Luggage space has bar hangers for towels.

Automatic air-conditioning system 

All you need to do is turn on the main switch and choose what  

temperature you want. Then this air-conditioning system controls  

blower levels, air outlet mode, open/closed circulation for your  

comfort. The system also allows manual adjustment . 

(Standard on the WRX models, optional on the 2.0R and 1.5R models)

The sporting significance could not be more obvious. This is less a driving position and more of 

a cockpit . Driver-centric instruments and controls state the fact that here is a catalyst for sheer 

driving pleasure – rich in high-quality materials, fabrics and leather, yet with all the creature 

comforts that will make sure your passengers’ journey is as enjoyable and rewarding as your own. 

After all, who’s to say they shouldn’t savour your Impreza as much as you do?
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Accessories

42

A c c e p t  n o  l i m i t a t i o n s .  D r i v e  t o m o r r o w  w i t h  t h e  I m p r e z a .

Sports Wagon WRX: Optional Waist spoiler, Side visor, Aero splash guard
Sedan WRX: Optional Front under spoiler, Rear under spoiler, Alloy wheel Gold (17-inch), Side visor

Workday commuting or weekend adventure, the Impreza 

always makes the most of driving enjoyment. But your 

passion for pleasure can be enhanced still further with 

careful ly-tai lored, high-qual ity  accessories . They’ l l 

make life on board even more fulfilling for you and your 

passengers – so take this already-stylish vehicle and 

personalize it to suit your particular lifestyle.

STI, Short gear shift lever (5MT)

For quick gear changes and a more solid, 

direct shift feeling.

Anti dust filter (Charcoal) 

Helps reduce dust and pollen infiltration 

into the vehicle cabin area.

Trunk end moulding

Stylish chrome finished moulding.

(There is a rear gate end moulding for the 

Sports Wagon.)

www.subaru-impreza.org
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